Dear Jerry, 



9/1 3/80 



"Who is tills David 3* Lif ton who has written, for Macmillan," the work of workos 
on the JIK assassination , you ask* 

A short answer is that ho is the ono parson my wife has Qgj d any act sat foot in 
our hone. To fully appreciate •'this you should moo aoos of those she has tolerated* 

I first heard from Dave In 1966, after ay first book began to attract attention* It 
wan so long n plena call I wondered where the student got t3» money to pay for it, 

so m et h i n g well over an hour, maybe about 3 boon, daytime, from lorn Angeles* (Z was told 

% 

he was then close to collating a master’s in engineering at UCLA but had given this up 
to devote himself and his unique talents to the JFK anaaawi nation*) 

That winter an artiloe co-authored by him, ap, eared in Ramparts* I do not »call if 
he then informed fee that he wan working on that piSo* My clnar recollection - and I believe 
you will peroeive how it impressed itself upon me - is of what he tiled to convince me 
about! Brown ft Root (read LBj) had in deepest secrecy dug a wfcn network of tunnels 

a. 4 I \ «*? . ‘ <*. 

through Dedgy Flasa and those tunnels and several pnpier uaoiie trees, from which 
assassins apparently dsnged in invisibility, axe the moans by which the job was done* 

When bis pLeoe appeared, titled something like "A case for Three Assassins," I 
was impressed by his failure, to credit original cources and his pretence that ho did not 
draw upon some or that they did not exist* 

Z made ny first trip went in nld-Decsnber 1966, at the behest of the wealthy Moggie 
Field (Marjorie Beuaohaap), whose husband Joe was a partner in Hutton ft Co*, and Bill 
O'Connell, an actor, with whom I stayed* He persuaded me to see Idfton, who Z did not 
want to meet, because he said Idfton had boon pestering him to death and he feared a 
future of a denied Idfton so close by* My recollection is if a dark and Soodlng, nervous 
and intense msn of whom I formed the impression that he needed peychiatrio care* (iwvtor 
I waa told that in fact he required hospitalisation from time to time*) Thereafter 1 
avpided him to the degree he permitted* 

You nay recall that thoro was a period In which, while the Tines protended my books 



did not exist in its book review department, was giving them conaiderable attention as 
nows. This was through Harrison Salisbury, who put Peter A il»a on +h«n . tfatil idfton 
pulled what I later learned characterised Mm. Without mentioning anything to me or ««iHn e 
me any questions he wrote the T inos a log co-onlled analysis of ay supposed error in 
accurate reporting of an VBt yeport. How inaoaurate 1 could have been you oan imagine I I 
reproduced it in facsimile. It had to do with the speed at which Zajwuder's ©warn was 
running. The owner* woe not available. The PH l roportod that 2aprtkler said it uas waning 
at 24 frames par second and naturally the facsimile also said that. Idftcn theorised that 
shat the PHI meant was that this was the speed of the film, which it snnn’t, anl he built 
hln entire, underhanded and factually basoloeu attack an my eoouracy on this, as I didn’t 
learn for another year or mmx so. 
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From the tins I couldn't avoid meeting Mm I heard stories of his clex tiiievury, of 

how he conned people, how he stole their work and records, even tew be had stolen an 
enormoud amount from a Warren ^om-iaalon counsel, Wesley Uebelar, by persuading Idebeler 
that he oould hakp him against Lane, with whom L. v*s fitting. (L appears to have 
atoeoi an eoozmous amount of Co ma i awion records and Idfton is said to have stolon them 
long enough to make oopdea when Uebelar let he see teen.) 

In November 1967 or February 1968, when X was In New Orleans, and when Garrison knew 
that a number of viteeesws. In fact tbs only two who saw the man Wte picked up the literature 
Oowald had printed, made independent aonflmtlcss of tho fact that it was not Gsvc^ld uaA 
was scatter, Uftoa again involved himself in my life through another insanity. T M* I ask 
that you preserve in confidence and not use in any way, only the identificfttictt. tod for 
what X now recall it had to have been after 2/CGp because I <5 not moot the ccsrordsl 
Artist who figures in this tntU teat »»»♦*, in L.A. 

In Oswald In New Orleans I reprint PEI reports teat make it dear that tec people 
at the donou Printing Co., '.ikloh printed the loaf let, both said that tho ran who picked 
rtte Job up was not Oswald. For all tho world as though ho had no investigators - and 
except for one and a nincompoop Lane unloaded on hin. Garrison's investigators wore 
toUce detectives - I was asked to interviow those two j W Orloaneans. The former CU 
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non who used the name Boxley was sent with me, with an office tape recorder. 

From more than 100 pictures I showed Mo Douglas ‘ones picked four different ones 
of Kerry W. Thoxnley as the non who Dost cliwoly resembled the axe vho picked tiw printing 
up. A year later. Independently, in the presence of an assistant DA, he did exactly 
tho sane and i hare the taps.]So also did Ms woman assistant, in whose she home I 
interviewed both. 

An one of the Mcturea Thornley was even bearded. Bla haircut also had changed. But 
on two occasions three diferent Selections of Mo were made by the only two people who 
had laioulttS^p* Of course* ‘fchoy could ham bom wrong* 

In an effort to determine fbr myaalf if alternation in tho hair oould have made 






fwmlay look like Oswald 1 sent a Mature of Thirnley to Prod Sworn*, the oomnorleal 
artist, and asked Mb to reveres the print to shift the part in the hair and to «pply Ida 
art like makeup to see if i'homley oould be made to look like Oswald. I discussed this 
with Jouis Ivca, the chief investigator atwi< 5 *jd to CarMaua by the police. I had no 
typewriter with me, my handwriting is illegible, so he told me to diotate ay letter to 
Newcomb to one of the stance. I gave her Ms address and forgot about that until this 
new Idfton attack was luunofced on aa, in conjunction witn hia then buddy, Tbomley. 

°nly then did I learn that the steno had used an office letterhead. 

Tto teeda for the attack la craty, like all connected with Idfton end *Mmley and 
thMr association i*. Idfton was so farout he suborned perjury in a false affidavit pro- 
vided to Garrison, who would hare charged an innocent man if he had paid any attention to 
that affidavit* 

At a time whan Garrison's investigators received word that a Mt would be made on 
m they delayed my checking in at the Pountainbleau until they oould have the next worn 

and wire it for aotmd, with my OK. One of tho people 1 than interviewed waa Darboiu laid, 
right-wing daughter or a former Chtoggo reporter. Those desman investigatkwrs got so 
Interested in the TV they did not check their equipment so they wound up with three 
/»urc of £ibberiah. Ho- cvcr, ay recollection i B more than uareOy olsar that Barb are 
'~ M ta .ho ah. «*, «o ^ frtond 



Wm those flnthood. (vartaot of flntfoot) finally tired of m and hoa dlapatohod 
oovornl hotoi oerts of food snd drdnk and dot around to ptodn- „ it va. U te at nisht. 

T.iW .ore to »«, w tranoiortatiou to return larbem to iler i„». (l ^ ^ 

for Mi Perrin' o godson to.tawt for l»r „ oonld «> tff end toik in prints.) 

30 * l “* a '- VtOT ‘ “ uW ”»h. W intro X got tha dative to Hire » to .taro ho «*«, 
selldng reoordo in Plwelond hall. It ... go unhidden they perhBd the unaarlced police 
oer on the eddmllct Bolt.. «. iatroduM to a. by v right nene, „ Mea 

to Mn, end vo talked. Wie bo got around to neationlng hia flland Ihomlay, «ho van thm 

Olnrwd Wth perjury or about to bo eo chergW, and .deed m, od«oe, it m. that *1 i-y 

affine to epoch to me and let me then ^.ee Srto, . mw an our owwmrtian. Be «na to 

*** te Ww ' * *■“ « *» What ho .rote W* I don-t too. 

tut he note a kooky oolin for the »r«nh Bwrtor Ckwrtt. in .hioh he omududed wth that 



reca-3T£UTdation fron bin to Ttorolcy* 

Ihe 1 l ”“' 1 •"**■ Of <“W jii’ton/lhoxnley artioln. In none ainoo 

defunot end then nutty underwound mg in Id, in «hlch all of tld. vaa diatortod and 
marepronented - W. «-*™dn - » to Bmn, £„mlw.. By on, hiding - 

and going off on that Insane idftonlm he did grt hlmolf in real ana oostly trouhla he 
oouid ham aooldod, as did others oho aoceptod the eeno offer and aeoafed any troutda at all 

do X on not iuan^ on Idfton. X think he i. a n»y aright, antimly T o- Tj 

mbolanood fmatratod arltlo of the official mythology. 

tutu mount mere the loot tine X hoard from him me on ny loot trip to the mat. 

1 then Mt id on eleotlin day <968. Be ,hon« no ahem 1 an, ^ Wed to sail 

no on a tariant of Ida than ourxant conspiracy theory. It one that X2J no and either 
Beau Busk or Mohard “alna ahi the Job don, an! to nee that it vw do™ right h» .pent 
the w«k tarore it tod-MMo meting, throughout feme. In. oonfudan <m»a frw ay 
inability to moall Wdoh <tf th. tee idfton hm Jnot dnndonrf in f.eor of the ettar. 

in o: about u weft earlier 1 hod hoard of that theory. Bo began mth liuok «nd auitotod 
to doina or woo versa. LSJ me unolvnwd. 



For years I'd heard of this Croat bode he wes writing. There oust have been a number 
of versions for him to progress for his J ean Vlajeon/Papler Machs Troos/ Mfenae Contractor 
t>wory to the White House and State Department and/or CIA, but he ia a capable man. Several 
critics told no they had been told in oenfidenoe and had been impressed. I figured he 
cither stole aouothlng from Ide-wlar and twisted it or cam upon something the rest of 
uo niaoed at tho Archives and t&isted it. I osn't imagine that he got from the Archives 
what all others niaccd, although it night have happened. 

I believed that Ms bode piobably would not appear because when it did with 

Its appoaranco hio raison d'etre would disappear. Vo' 11 mo. 

Someone arranged ffcr him to bo used by public TV In cot®enbucy on the ^euriaga of 
the House ggq»qgtnq canndtteo. All those commentaries I caught had him in the role of 
advancing Ms own beliefs. In this and. in his lnadetanoo on dominating interviews tho 
preen ana. had with witnoo* after the baa ingn ho tuinad a nuniwr of critics off. 

He blow many real op p ort uni ties. I don't know if this attention helped him get an agent 
and a publisher or not, hot in tMs field irres pon siWJLity and conspiracy theorizing 
are the open sesame. 

The Idfton 1 know *HH do what Tony Stumors did in tho book Conspiracy, which you 
say died. Ho* 11 prutond to give aredit and ueo that a3 cover for wholacnlo thievery* With 
a little *i j xYiman * much may appear to be original. 

I have not aeon tho prooos and puffery and would appreciate copies of what you have 
and what you go , not because I iatoed to do anything but for archival purpoue rersi 
bettor to servo thooo who Him you ask me questions. 1 understand it nafcoa a big tiling 
of tho autopsy, to which I devoted the Jargost book on the subject plus much other writing. 
l!o can^t do much with tl(8 au topsy without drawing estcasstvaly or. ay publication. 2s oan 
tuiot Bono and I ezpoct he will, including the claim that the fatal shot was at tho base 
of the beck of the skull*' One enn contrive e beads fot thin end It ia not without lto 
followers srniig ti» cone piracy thuoreticiana, but there la aUnaant oridanco that it ianjt 
so. In support of this theory Robert Garden claims tho pictures were faked. If you want 
noro on this - or anything olae- please phone no. 



I’ll bo odaStod to Goorgetwon %iv. Hospital on Monday for artorial surgery early 
Tuesday. ,I'm told I may not feel too chipper for tho first two days and that I can be home 
after 8-9 days* If yon arr» proe-rod for tiio, tud you did not erpluia, your interest, don’t 
tear calling mo at the hospd al, wiiero each patient has a phone, as long as you unit 
until the lath* ] 

♦ » 

The puffery also Includes the sloe of the phone bills* 1 can't imagine his apenlnd 

all that money In Investigation and believu most of its was in his compulsive phoning 
and talldLng* 

I’d heard that not only will Macmillan not disclose anything until the book is on 
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the shelves, but that there will be no prior review copies and they even refused to 
identify his rowrt or jCLve his phone to the reporter who asked ne about a weak ago. Ho 
Uvea with his parents, 140 Beach 13t> Street, koclaway Beach 11694* I understand his 
father la a successful medical nan who has been carrying his sen who must now bo near 40. 
Peter Shoppuid is the agent* 

Prom the time of the Congressional hearings Lif ton has asked for help and as I 
give it to nil others with when I disagree I’ve helped him, with records, at least one 
pictures, and much tins an &s phono* I’m la a puhlio role and don't end can't Uni t my- 
self to those with whom I do not disagree or of whom I do not approve* 

It la a clever start to pretend -Pint there aro gr-oat cwomrto teat liave to bo yro- 
teotad, and to make a play fox' news and TV coverage, and 1 think that is what is afoot* 

Of course it «iwn prevents knocking down any of his theories* which could ki ll the bock 
rrnprib* I agree tilth you that if he han .wjaoh otoff it ougjr; ho cade availahlct promptly* 
The first copies out of ny first book went to tho Commiflnioner and the PHI and Secret 
Service directors* I hope to get buck to writing agvdn soon, .have information of the kind 
KsnaLlian claims IrLftrr. hrx, and I oxpocirte hand deliver a copy to the AG’s office ac 
soon as it is out together. 

You. ask how I am* Thin enables ms to apologise for the tyjAsg and my failure to 
read and correct it* I cuffared severe t?’ronboph.'lebitiij in loth logs and before 



I was Mapi tali zed five years ago. It imposes sons limitations but I' to been active 
enough to keep my five acres under control and aoquire about 60 fitlo oablnoto of info» mostly 
fomerly withheld official rccorAs obtained ty litigation under POIt. I canrido fairly 
well but can't drive very far because tiw blood jwddlos in thn foet and logo. I'm ablo tp 
contLnuo what has permitted me io do the Impossible and 1 look forward to writing I 
don't know what I»ll bn able to do about. Out I intend to do it es loon &a the requirsaanta 
of tlie litigation ea^o. 

You ioport tliat Sally is still living in jondon. When you are in touch with her 

’• *■ «. 

please toll her that I recall her efforts to help me, regret 1 did not ©it to moot hsr 
earlier.’* and my own effort to return her kindness. Her father wrote to ask me to 
join those who wore appealing to the government to lot Mm in when Ms Mo came cut. I 
kxiajw they hatred I tiu^Joy would not help lilra co X did what could— and fiid# Go> u iitiah 
reporter friend to oak the right orations and write the correct atoiy. Prosto! He 
was admitted# Gwomnent doeen , t respond to oondidoratlono of faimenc or ^unties or 
decency in political mvters# But io doee respond to eelf-dntovoert# 

Please say hello back to Walter and f amily # 

I '\r hcce phono is 30l/47>6196# I oon*t know what hours I f ll be keepiiu': rhen I 1 ® 
back from the hoepital but now I try to get to bed by 9 so I can be asleep by §0 and got 
up at the former early hour I find moot productive ^nd lenst disturbed* 

1*11 be happy in Idfton has a solid work and ii* it aloo is honest# I do not er.poct 
either | altiiougli It would surprise no if he ia not accurate for the moat part# 

To new all t!*j theoretical werka have helped those who* if yon recall the words* 
applied the whitewash and engineered and persist in tho covecrup# 

I expect Idfton to drew heavily on and credit the ^>use coonittee# There is only 
one =*olid thing of wltf.ah I m suss* in its wris that did not ap eru- earlier in r-lno# 
go X*ll be interested in knowing how much Lifton has that la now* not In my books or 
lawsuit records# ^ooo you aro well and happy# Best* 



